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The Mesothelioma Charter
We believe people with mesothelioma, and their families, have a 
right to:
1. A speedy and accurate diagnosis, supported by a Multi Disciplinary
Team discussion
2. Good quality information from a variety of sources available in different 
media and languages 
3. Support of a suitably qualified nurse and other Multi Disciplinary Team
members throughout their illness 
4. Be considered for the best possible treatments available with the support and 
input of a Multi Disciplinary Team 
5. Have up-to-date advice on benefits and help in applying for them, and receive 
prompt payment of benefits 
6. Have legal advice and guidance from a firm of solicitors experienced in
mesothelioma claims 
7. Guidance on end of life decisions and care at home 
8. Provision of a consistent nationwide service from coroners using a clear and 
open process with a maximum case length of three months

We call upon the Government to:
9. Have mesothelioma made a national priority by the Cancer Tsar 
10. Fund good quality research, alongside other national bodies, on mesothe-
lioma with a view to improving diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for patients 
11. Support the production of clinical Guidelines on the best practice of 
diagnosis and management of mesothelioma 
12. Ensure the Health and Safety Executive vigorously enforce existing
regulations on asbestos 

We call upon all employers to:
13. Prevent future exposure to asbestos by providing a safe working
environment with all necessary equipment to protect employees
14. Work with unions and individuals to ensure enforcement of current
regulations to safeguard all employees
15. Identify all asbestos in their properties and organise its safe removal where 
practical or necessary when work is being carried out

Our aims
Encourage and sponsor vital
epidemiological research into the causes 
of mesothelioma 

Contribute to clinical trials with novel 
drug therapies for mesothelioma 

Raise awareness of the disease amongst 
healthcare professionals and the public 
at large 

Provide good quality up to date
information and advice for mesothe-
lioma sufferers and their carers 

Campaign for delivery of the
Mesothelioma Charter

www.junehancockfund.org

If you would like to get in touch, 
here’s how:

Write to us or send donations to:

The June Hancock Mesothelioma 
Research Fund
Riverside East
2 Millsands
Sheffield
S3 8DT

Please make cheques or postal 
orders payable to “The June 
Hancock Mesothelioma Research 
Fund”. 

If you are a UK taxpayer living in 
this country please include a Gift 
Aid Form so that the Fund can 
reclaim the tax. (Gift Aid forms 
available on request).

Via our website: 

www.junehancockfund.org

By telephone:

0114 274 4420

Contact Us

donatewww.junehancockfund.org

Action Mesothelioma Day 
27th February 2009
The Carriageworks Theatre, Millennium Square, Leeds 
11.00 am – 1.30 pm

11.00am Graham Webber: Personal experiences of mesothelioma 
11.15am Dr Zsuzsanna Tabi: The Velindre Hospital , Cardiff 
Immunology for the uninitiated  
11.30am Natalie Doyle: The Royal Marsden Hospital , London
How to keep control  
11.45am Marianne Tavares: St. Gemma’s Hospice, Leeds
Complementary therapies in mesothelioma  
12.00pm Laurie Kazan-Allen: International Ban Asbestos Organisation 
12.10pm Question Time  
12.25pm Launch of MARC: Mesothelioma and Asbestos Related Concerns support group  
12.30pm Closing address by John Battle MP
Song written and performed by musician Boff Whalley
Raffle prize draw for an M&S Hamper 
12.45pm Light refreshments (tea/coffee and biscuits) in Level 2 Bar area 
13.15pm Dove release in Millennium Square 

ALL WELCOME

Asbestos Support West Midlands/
June Hancock Mesothelioma 
Research Fund 
A series of activities include a memorial 
service (2.30) and ceremonial dove release 
(3.30) St Philips Cathedral, Colmore Row, 
Birmingham.  
Pupils of the Barr Beacon Language 
College are running a painting 
competition on the theme of hope for the 
future, just as this year’s activities mark 
the hope for the future that research 
offers, and winning pictures will feature 
prominently in the ceremony. Thanks to 
sponsors Irwin Mitchell.
Contact Doug or Julie at Asbestos 
Support West Midlands asbestosinfo@
wmht.co.uk 

Leicester 
Leicester Cathedral 
21 St Martin’s 
Leicester 
LE1 5DE 
Service 10.30am - 11.30am 
Dove release 11.30am 
Speakers including Lord Mayor of 
Leicester, Rev Maggie Sharpe 

Greater Manchester Asbestos 
Victim Support Group
12.30pm Albert Square,
Manchester Town Hall 
Release of doves in memory of all those 
who have died from mesothelioma 
Public meeting 1pm
Manchester Town Hall 
Call for Government Funded 
Mesothelioma Research 
Speakers: Dr Jennifer Hoyle and
Tony Lloyd MP 
asbestos.gmavsg@virgin.net

Hampshire Asbestos Support and 
Awareness Group 

12.30 Dove Release – Guildhall Square 
Portsmouth 
13.00 Public meeting and refreshments 
lynne@hasag.co.uk

Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team 
10.30am–12.30pm
Meeting in Cinema 1, The QUAD, Market 
Place, Cathedral Quarter, Derby
Speakers include Dave Fisher (Rowley 
Ashworth Solicitors), Adrian Axtell (Unite 
the Union), Michael Lees (campaigner on 
asbestos in schools) , Sarah Avery (Lung 
Cancer Nurse Specialist), Roger McKenzie, 
(Midlands TUC),  Mrs Carol Anthony 
(DAST member and supporter) 
12.30pm – short performance from 
Theatre Company Babbling Vagabonds 
12.45 – Lunch 
Email: mail@asbestossupport.co.uk

Cheshire/Merseyside Asbestos 
Victims Support Groups
Joint event at Liverpool Town Hall
12-3pm. 
12 noon release of sponsored Doves 
followed by public meeting 
Call for Government Funded 
Mesothelioma Research 
Speakers include: 
Peter Kilfoyle MP , Andrew McDonald 
(Barrister) , Dr Chris Warburton (Chest 
Consultant), Maria Guerin (Lung cancer 
nurse)  and other guest speakers 
cavsg@btconnect.com

Gateshead
Action Mesothelioma Conference 
Sponsored by the Mick Knighton 
Mesothelioma Research Fund 
Gateshead Civic Centre 
Regents Street, Gateshead  NE8 1HH 
10 am – 3.30pm
chrisknighton@mkmrf.freeserve.co.uk

Donating Online
Remember it’s easier than ever to register your fundraising event on-
line, or to make a donation to someone you know that is registered 
and raising money for the Fund.

Here’s how:

Just Giving – simply log on to www.justgiving.com

CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) – simply log on to www.cafonline.org

Donations can be made securely online, which makes this a great 
way of collecting sponsorship money for your fundraising events. 
So if you know someone who would like to register his or her event 
please pass on this information – thank you.

Donating and Fundraising 
You could help us by

Adopting the Fund as your “Charity of the Year” if you are a 
business or corporate donor
Making a Gift Aid or tax efficient donation
Setting up a monthly direct debit or standing order donation
Organising your own fundraising event
Registering your fundraising event on Just Giving
www.justgiving.com or CAF www.cafonline.org
Making an endowment or leaving the Fund a legacy 
 

Sponsorship forms can now be downloaded from  
www.junehancockfund.org

The Fund welcomes all donations large and small to support  
its work in memory of June Hancock.
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See www.junehancockfund.org 
for latest information



The panel of speakers included;
John Edwards – Consultant Thoracic Surgeon at the Northern
General Hospital, Sheffield
Jeremy Steele – Oncology Consultant at St Bart’s Hospital, London
and Chair of Mesothelioma UK
Tony Whitston – Greater Manchester Asbestos Victims Support Group
Michael Lees – author, ‘Asbestos in Schools’
Linda Reinstein – Executive Director of ASAO(Asbestos Disease Awarenes
Organisation) in America
Natalie Doyle – Nurse Consultant at the Royal Marsden Hospital, London
Helen Clayson, Medical Director of Hospice of St Mary of Furness, Cumbria

Those attending the Patient and Carer Day had a unique opportunity to quiz experts, and 
many shared their own personal experiences of mesothelioma. Helpful advice was
wid-ranging, from complimentary treatments, surgical options, palliative approaches, 
keeping control, coping strategies to where to go for help, legal perspectives and new 
approaches in research. 

News
‘Dust’ to be 
showcased at the West 
Yorkshire Playhouse
In June 1993 June Hancock was 
diagnosed with mesothelioma, the 
cancer caused by her exposure to 
asbestos as a child in 1930’s Armley in 
Leeds, and the disease which claimed the 
life of her mother Maie Gelder.  Already 
ill, she took to trial JW Roberts whose 
factory had put asbestos dust into 
the heart of Armley.  Drawn from trial 
transcripts, interviews and letters, and 
performed by residents of Armley and 
West Yorkshire, ‘Dust’ is the story of that 
trial. 

‘Dust’ by Kenneth Yates is being 
performed at the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse 15th – 18th July 2009 

For tickets see www.wyplayhouse.
com/events

Researchers and health practitioners from 
all over the world gathered in Amsterdam 
in September for the ninth meeting of 
the International Mesothelioma Interest 
Group, writes JHMRF trustee Kate Hill, 
who attended on our behalf.  The four-
day programme was intense with parallel 
sessions running from 7.30am until well 
after 6pm.  A wide range of topics was 
covered with lectures from internationally 
renowned leaders in mesothelioma, some 
of which prompted stimulating discussions 
and debates on controversial topics.

The scientific sessions provided 
opportunities for the exchange of 
knowledge and ideas between doctors 
and scientists who presented their 
work.  Medical experts described 
epidemiological studies and reported on 
trials of chemotherapy and radiotherapy.  
A day was dedicated to surgeons 
in collaboration with the European 
Association of Cardiothoracic Surgeons, 
featuring updates on three trials of 
surgery:  MARS (to which the JHMRF has 
contributed), MesoVATS and the EORTC 
study.  The prospects of improving survival 
in mesothelioma using surgical techniques 
were discussed at length.

Basic science studies described how 
mesothelioma cells develop and discussed 
the biochemical and immunological 
approaches to treating it.  Progress in the 
immunological study currently funded by 
the June Hancock Fund was presented by 
Dr Saly Al-Taei, the research fellow working 
with Dr Zsuzsanna Tabi at the 
Velindre Hospital, Cardiff 
University.  Dr Al-Taei was 
questioned on aspects 
of her presentation 
by Professor Bruce 
Robinson from 

Australia. Responses to the work from the 
audience were very positive.

Linda Reinstein had travelled from 
the USA for the meeting.  She spoke 
about her personal experience of caring 
for someone with mesothelioma, 

and about the work of the Asbestos 
Disease Awareness Organisation that 
she founded.  Her talk was a moving 
reminder to the assembled professionals 
that mesothelioma has a devastating 
impact on the families it affects. (For more 
information on this organisation see www.
AsbestosDiseaseAwareness.org) 

Conference sponsors, the Dutch Asbestos 
Awareness Organisation (Asbestslachtoffer 
Vereniging Nederland) were represented 
by president Leon Widdershoven and 
ambassador Yvonne Waterman. Their 
organisation also kindly hosted a trip on 
a canal boat on one evening which gave 
the conference delegates a 
welcome break from the 
rigorous schedule of 
the meeting.

International Mesothelioma 
Interest Group Conference 2008

June’s mother, Maie Gelder, also 
died from mesothelioma in 1982 
and it was that double tragedy 
that led June to seek justice in 
a test case against the owners 
of the J W Roberts asbestos 
factory in Armley, Leeds. They 
had negligently contaminated 
their own workforce and the 
local neighbourhood with deadly 
asbestos dust. This was described 
as a true “David and Goliath” 
battle and against all the odds 
June won her case and proved 
that T&N were negligent.
June was 61 years old and her 
Mum 67 years old when they 
lost their lives to mesothelioma 
– exposed as a young innocent 
family living in the shadow of the 
factory. 
The founders of the June Hancock 
Fund pledged to continue raising 
awareness of the disease, helping 
provide up to date quality 
information and advice, and to 
finance independently reviewed 
specific mesothelioma research 
projects. 
We continue June’s battle in her 
name.
For a full list of our trustees 
and founders please visit our 
website

www.junehancockfund.
org.uk

Family and friends wishing to carry 
on June’s quest for justice, and to 
help other sufferers both now and 
in the future established the June 
Hancock Mesothelioma Research 
Fund in 1997 shortly after June’s 
death from mesothelioma.

About the 
Fund and June

Welcome to our ‘special edition’ newsletter covering the 
International Mesothelioma Interest Group (IMIG) and the 
Patient/Carer Day conferences 

Hand held fans
a real benefit
St Mary of Furness hospice medical 
director Dr Helen Clayson has long 
advocated hand-held fans to alleviate 
some of the symptoms of mesothelioma.  
The June Hancock Fund has therefore 
decided to provide these free of charge 
to any mesothelioma patient who would 
like one.  They are available from most 
Asbestos Victims Support Groups, or 
simply contact us via the address in the 
newsletter or via our website.

A lovely lunch provided more opportunity for networking.  Just under 150 
people attended the day, 99 of whom were mesothelioma patients, carers 
or relatives. This goes to show just how important and beneficial days like 
these are.  Comments from participants included the following.

“I learnt a great deal, particularly about what I can do as a close 
friend of someone suffering with mesothelioma”

“My husband has mesothelioma and was not well 
enough to come, but I found the whole day 
very informative and it has given me a list of 
positive things to take home with me”

“Excellent day – my experience of 
mesothelioma was seven years ago and 
I felt that the message is now far more 
positive”

Speaker Helen Clayson Mesothelioma patient 
Debbie Brewer offers advice 
and shares her personal 
experiences

Trustees Kimberley Stubbs, 
Russell Hancock, Kate Hill and 
Adrian Budgen

Patient and Carer Day Leeds
The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund was very proud to support 
the third Mesothelioma UK Patient & Carer Day in Leeds on 4 October 2008. It 
was a huge success, and we have received some very positive feedback from 
those attending as to how beneficial the day was. A JHMRF grant helped enable 
this important day for mesothelioma patients and their carers to go ahead, 
providing as much practical and up to date quality information as possible.

A packed venue at the 
Queens Hotel, Leeds

Speakers gather 
to take questions

Kate Hill – Trustee and 
co-founder, talks about the 
June Hancock Fund

Jill Morrell, Debbie Brewer 
and Kimberley Stubbs

Mrs Susan Breen and her family kindly hand over a donation in 
memory of her husband to June Hancock’s son Russell

Question time from the audience

Speakers on hand!

Geraldine Coombs 
of Irwin Mitchell 
Solicitors helps with 
legal advice

Linda Reinstein talks about 
her family’s experience of 
mesothelioma

Would you like to 
receive this newsletter 
regularly?
Contact us to register and 
we will ensure you receive 
it automatically – see back 
page for contact details. The 
newsletter is available in PDF 
to download on our website. 

Tony Whitston shares 
advice from a support 
group perspective

Helen Clayson and Linda Reinstein 

Speaker John Edwards Speaker Jeremy Steele Michael Lees, author of ‘Asbestos 
in Schools’ discusses the legacy 
of asbestos in our schools

Natalie Doyle, Nurse Consultant, 
on the importance of coping 
strategies and keeping control

Jill Morrell of the British 
Lung Foundation 
outlines their plans for 
helping mesothelioma 
patients


