
Write to us or send donations to:

The June Hancock Mesothelioma 
Research Fund
Riverside East, 2 Millsands,
Sheffield S3 8DT

Via our website: 
www.junehancockfund.org

By telephone:

0114 274 4420

Contact us

Donating online
It’s easier than ever to register your 
fundraising event online, or to make a 
donation to someone you know who 
is registered and raising money for the 
Fund. Here’s how:

Just Giving – simply log on to www.
justgiving.com

CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) – simply 
log on to www.cafonline.org

Donations can be made securely online, 
which makes this a great way of 
collecting sponsorship money for your 
fundraising events. 

Help us by:

 Adopting the Fund as your “Charity 
of the Year” if you are a business or 
corporate donor

 Making a Gift Aid or tax efficient 
donation

 Setting up a monthly direct debit or 
standing order donation

 Organising your own fundraising 
event

 Registering your fundraising event on 
Just Giving www.justgiving.com  
or CAF www.cafonline.org

 Making an endowment or leaving the 
Fund a legacy

Sponsorship forms can now 
be downloaded from www.
junehancockfund.org

The Fund welcomes all donations large 
and small to support its work in memory 
of June Hancock.
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INSIDE:

Text 
JHMR00
to
70070

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to “The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund”. 

If you are a UK taxpayer living in this country please include a Gift Aid Form so that the Fund 
can reclaim the tax. (Gift Aid forms available on request).

Do you know someone who would like to 
receive our Newsletter? Please contact us 
with their details, and we will make sure 
they receive copies in the future.

Tell us what you think!
We would love to hear your feedback and 
suggestions as to what you would like to see 
included in future Newsletters. Do you have 
some good ideas to help our fundraisers and 
supporters? If so, please tell us about them 
and we can share them with everyone else!

Are you planning a 
fundraising event?
Please let us know if we can help – we  
have a number of items such as wristbands, 
trolley coins and lapel ribbons that can be 
useful at your charity events. Sponsorship 
forms are downloadable from our website 
www.junehancockfund.org and t-shirts are 
available too.

Donating by text
Donate by text for free. Simply text 
JHMR00 and the amount you wish to 
donate (You can donate either £1, £2, 
£3, £4, £5 or £10) to 70070. Your text 
will look something like JHMR00 £5.

Action Mesothelioma 
Day Leeds 2014
AMD 2014 took place in the beautifully tranquil 
surroundings of Queenswood House on the Headingley 
Campus of Leeds Metropolitan University on 04 July.

Members of the June Hancock Mesothelioma Research 
Fund and the Mesothelioma Support Group Yorkshire 
(MESSY) enjoyed an afternoon strawberry tea served 
in true Betty’s tea room style, at tables covered with 
pristine white cloths.

The event was informal, with an ‘open mic’ style of 
presentation, and JHMRF Trustee Dr Kate Hill introduced two 
researchers who are past and present JHMRF grant holders.  
Dr Astero Klabatsa described her work as a molecular 
biologist at King’s College London, her long-standing interest 
in mesothelioma research and the new project recently 
funded by JHMRF. Professor Adrian Dobbs, from the University 
of Greenwich, followed Astero to the mic. Adrian was the 
lead supervisor on the Steve Lee Fellowship – the first PhD 
fellowship to be supported by JHMRF – and spoke movingly 
about how he was inspired to apply his knowledge of 
inorganic chemistry to mesothelioma research after his father 
was diagnosed with the disease. The University of Greenwich 
is now joining with JHMRF in a fundraising campaign to 
support a further fellowship to take the work on Adrian’s new 
compounds forward.

AMD 2014 was a great success and JHMRF and MESSY would 
like to thank all who supported the day, including three local 
legal firms who jointly sponsored the event. 

Kimberly Stubbs, Chair of JHMRF said: “Action Mesothelioma 
Day is always an emotional event for me, and this year’s 
was no different. We don’t need a special day to remember 
the loved ones we have so cruelly lost, but it does provide 
a wonderful opportunity to spend time with others in the 
same situation, and importantly to also talk about hope, 
research, and providing better treatments and outcomes for 
mesothelioma patients in the future.”

ACTION MESOTHELIOMA  DAY  
LEEDS 2014

L-R:  Professor Adrian Dobbs, 
Russell Hancock (JHMRF Trustee), 
Dr Kate Hill (JHMRF Trustee), 
Simon Bolton (MESSY group and 
Lung Cancer Nurse Specialist),  
Dr Astero Klabatsa and  
Kimberley Stubbs (JHMRF Trustee 
and Chair) 

NIHR welcomes 
mesothelioma research 
proposals 
The National Institute for Health 
Research (NIHR) is inviting proposals 
from researchers for new projects 
investigating any aspect mesothelioma.

Funded by the government, the NIHR’s 
mission is to support health research in the 
UK. It runs research funding schemes in a 
huge range of areas, including its ‘themed 
research’ strands, which are designed to 
meet a particular health challenge.

Its call for mesothelioma research projects 
is one of these themed calls and the 
organisation is looking for proposals on any 
aspect of mesothelioma, its prevention,  
earlier diagnosis, treatment or care. Projects 
should have anticipated benefits for patients 
or their families within five years of the end 
of the research.

Kimberly Stubbs, Chair of JHMRF, says: “This 
is great news for mesothelioma research, 
which we hope will lead to welcome 
advances in awareness of this disease as well 
as to clinical advances.”

The specific criteria for applying for an NIHR 
Themed Research grant are set out on the 
NIHR website. Proposals must be within 
the remit of one of the NIHR’s participating 
research programmes, and proposals which 
span one or more of the programmes 
are particularly welcomed. The inclusion 
of patient views and experiences within 
proposals are also considered important. 

For more information about NIHR themed 
research, go to: www.themedcalls.nihr.ac.uk 

COMMAND study 
investigates mesothelioma 
drug
Research to discover whether an 
experimental drug called defactinib 
could be effective in treating 
mesothelioma has been launched by 
the drug company Verastem.

Called the COMMAND study, the research 
will look at whether people with malignant 
pleural mesothelioma could benefit from 
defactinib, a drug which is being developed 
to target cancer stem cells – cells which may 
cause tumour growth.

Patients who are interested in enrolling in 
the COMMAND Study will need to have had 
first-line therapy of ALIMTA® (pemetrexed), 
and cisplatin or carboplatin (platinum).

Participants in the study will be assigned at 
random to either a defactinib group or a 
“placebo” group and will take two pills twice 
a day. A placebo pill looks like real medicine, 
but is a pretend medicine and, for the 
research to be effective, it is important that 
participants and their doctors don’t know 
if they are getting the drug or the placebo. 
This is one of the best ways to determine 
what defactinib does in patients with 
malignant pleural mesothelioma. 

An estimated 350 to 400 patients will 
participate in this study at centres worldwide 
and, in the UK, 13 hospitals are taking part. 

Full details of the study, including  
information about who is eligible to take 
part, can be found at:   
http://www.commandmeso.com/enEN  
or by searching for ‘Command’ at   
http://clinicaltrials.gov/  
and http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/ 
cancer-help/trials

JHMRF funds new research projects

FUNDRAISING AND RESEARCH 
ROUNDUPS

This year has been an important one for 
the JHMRF: the fund has awarded nearly 
£400,000 to support  two important new 
research projects and a fellowship.

The award process started last year when seven excellent 
applications were received by the closing date. The applications 
were sent out to carefully selected expert reviewers around the 
world for an assessment of their scientific merit and likely benefit 
to patients. 

The process culminated with a meeting of the JHMRF Scientific 
Advisory Board at which all the applications were discussed and 
the external reviewers’ comment considered. The final decision was 
not an easy one because all the projects were of a high standard. 
After lengthy discussion two were identified as the top choices 
and it was decided to fund the SYSTEMS 2 project fully and an 
immunotherapy project for the first year.

SYSTEMS 2 will continue the work started by the Brother Peter 
Fellowship holder: Dr Nick MacLeod in Edinburgh to study the 
role of radiotherapy in symptom control. This work is likely to 
have the most immediate impact on patient care as advances in 
radiotherapy technology make it timely to investigate whether this 
widely available treatment can be used routinely in mesothelioma. 
Dr MacLeod said “I’m delighted to continue the partnership with 
the June Hancock Fund and to have the opportunity to take this 
work forward to the next phase”.

Dr Astero Klabatsa, a molecular biologist based at King’s 
College London, has received funding for the first year of her 
immunological study. She will investigate the “CAR T-cell”  
approach that has recently achieved positive results for patients 
with blood cancers. 

The treatment can cause side effects and needs to be adapted so 
it is safe and effective. Astero’s experiments will pave the way to a 
novel approach to treating mesothelioma with immunotherapy and 
hopefully lead to clinical testing of the treatment in the near future.

The Stennett Fellowship has been awarded to fund a doctoral study 
at the University of Birmingham lead by Professor Gary Middleton. 

This project will deliver the first comprehensive analysis of myeloid-
derived suppressor cells in mesothelioma and the effects of 
therapies aimed at targeting them. These cells can influence the 
body’s immune response to cancer cells. This fellowship offers a 
unique training opportunity in translational cancer immunology.

The JHMRF is thrilled to be in a position to support 
these exciting new research projects. Trustee Kate 
Hill, who manages the research activity of the fund 
commented “Thanks to the generosity of our donors 
nearly £1.3million has been raised in the 17 years since 
the fund was founded in June’s memory; the 2014 
awards will take us close to nearly £1million of that 
total sum being dispersed to research teams across the 
UK. We are a small charity but our growing portfolio of 
research proves that we can make a difference.” 



FUNDRAISING ROUNDUP Our fundraisers have been working hard again this year, very often raising money in 
memory of a loved one. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to some amazing 
fundraising – we appreciate every penny. Here’s just a few of the many fundraising events 
that have gone towards mesothelioma research:- 

Family and friends wishing to carry 
on June’s quest for justice, and to 
help other sufferers both now and 
in the future established the June 
Hancock Mesothelioma Research 
Fund in 1997 shortly after June’s 
death from mesothelioma.

About the 
Fund and June

June’s mother, Maie Gelder, also 
died from mesothelioma in 1982 
and it was that double tragedy 
that led June to seek justice in 
a test case against the owners 
of the J W Roberts asbestos 
factory in Armley, Leeds. They 
had negligently contaminated 
their own workforce and the 
local neighbourhood with deadly 
asbestos dust. This was described 
as a true “David and Goliath” 
battle and against all the odds 
June won her case and proved 
that T&N were negligent.
June was 61 years old and her 
Mum 67 years old when they 
lost their lives to mesothelioma 
– exposed as a young innocent 
family living in the shadow
of the factory. 
The founders of the June Hancock 
Fund pledged to continue raising 
awareness of the disease, helping 
provide up to date quality 
information and advice, and
to finance independently 
reviewed specific mesothelioma 
research projects. 
We continue June’s battle in her 
name. For contact details
see back page.
For a full list of our trustees 
and founders please visit our 
website

www.junehancockfund.org

UCATT Union supports 
research into mesothelioma
Construction workers’ union UCATT has 
donated £500 to JHMRF following last year’s 
Action Mesothelioma Event in Sheffield. 

UCATT General Secretary, Steve Murphy, 
explains the significance of the donation: 
“Members of our union are most affected 
by mesothelioma because of working with 
products containing asbestos. Despite our 
vigorous campaigns, its use continued in the 
UK long after it was halted in other parts  
of the world.” 

He adds: “Personally I believe there is no more 
innocent victim than a person diagnosed 
with mesothelioma, whose only crime was to 
work for a living. Whilst mesothelioma victims 
are now able to claim compensation from 
the Government, no amount of money can 
compensate for the suffering the person with 
mesothelioma goes through or indeed the 
heartache inflicted on family members.”

www.junehancockfund.org

Wedding donations in memory  
of a much-loved father
Married couple Fiona Isherwood and Albert Yang decided to donate money to JHMRF 
at their wedding, rather than accept gifts from their guests.

The two made the generous gesture in memory of Fiona’s father, Michael, who died from 
mesothelioma in 2012.

“Finding a suitable charity was quite difficult,” explains Fiona. “I wanted one that my dad would 
have liked. He was a keen scientist and courageously chose to leave his body to medical research. 
When I found that the June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund donated money to primary 
research, I thought that would be right up dad’s street! I set up a gift aid webpage and emailed 
guests the link and thankfully many people kindly donated money.”

She adds: “My father was a tremendous man and the greatest person I have ever known. He was 
kind, honest, compassionate, and most of all had a fantastic sense of humour. He spent most of 
his life working as a university lecturer but had many hobbies including genealogy and scouting. 
He never complained about anything in life and even up until two days before he died, while in 
pain and experiencing breathing difficulties he was marking exam scripts, as he had always done. 
I feel like the luckiest person in the world as I can say that Michael Isherwood was my father.”

Picture right: 
Fiona and her father Michael in Tuscany July 2011, 3 cycles into chemotherapy. 

The Buck family challenge
A fantastic family fundraising challenge 
has enabled the Buck family to donate 
£822 to JHMRF. Tara Buck and her two 
sons cycled the Wiltshire Cycleway in 
memory of her stepdad and the boys’ 
Granddad, Ron Nicholls. They also raised 
£340 via their Just Giving web page.

Tara says that Ron loved Wiltshire. He 
was born and brought up in Devizes, 
and worked as a carpenter in the 
local area. She said Ron and her Mum 
had many happy years together and 
married in 2011. He was diagnosed with 
mesothelioma in July 2012 and died the 
following September. 

The cycle ride was a big adventure for 
the family, with younger son Joseph 
injuring himself on a barbed wire fence at 
Longleat, and elder brother Sam crashing 
down a very steep hill at great speed and 
then meeting a 90 degree bend! “The race 
ended there for him but, thankfully, he 
and his bike are now on the mend,” says 
Tara. Thank you to the Buck family –  
a great achievement. 

Merseyside Asbestos  
Support Group raises over 
£2,000 for JHMRF
Following last year’s Action Mesothelioma Day, 
the Merseyside Asbestos Support Group has 
donated £2250 to JHMRF.

The group teamed up with the Cheshire Asbestos 
Victims Support Group to host the event, one of 
a series of awareness days held across the country 
each year on the first  
Friday in July.

A highlight of the day was the opportunity  
for families affected by an asbestos-related 
disease to take part in a dove release. The doves 
are intended to commemorate all those who have 
died from or are suffering from diseases such as 
mesothelioma. Each of the doves was sponsored, 
to raise funds for mesothelioma research.

Kimberly Stubbs, Chair of JHMRF, says: “Through 
action days like this one, we are able to raise 
awareness of mesothelioma and to call for better 
treatment and care for mesothelioma patients. 
The Merseyside Asbestos Support Group continues 
to support our research funding and we are very 
grateful to everyone who helped raise such a large 
amount of money. Thank you.”

The Mansfield Pollard Three 
Peaks Challenge
Tackling the Yorkshire Three Peaks on the first weekend in June has 
become an annual event for Bradford based firm Mansfield Pollard.

This year colleagues agreed to sponsor themselves to undertake the 23 mile walk, 
raising £100 for the June Hancock Fund. The weather was perfect with clear blue 
skies and bright sunshine all day long. The team were ably supported by Dave the 
anchor man who provided hot tea and restorative treats, in the form of Nikki’s fat 
rascals, from the back of his van at strategic points on the route.

Director Bob Hill, whose wife Kate is a JHMRF trustee said “It’s a 
great day out made even more special by raising money for such 
a worthwhile cause as research into mesothelioma”.  Thanks to 
everyone who took part – we hope the blisters  
were not too painful! 

1010/10 for effort,  
Finstall First School!
Children in Year 1 at a primary school in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 
held a collection after their school Christmas play and donated the 
proceeds to the June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund.  
Thank you to everyone who donated and also to the  
children for nominating our charity.  

GP raises awareness of 
mesothelioma
Retired North Yorkshire GP Dr Graham 
Abbot held a mesothelioma awareness 
and fundraising day in his GP surgery. 

The day raised a total of £358 from donations 
for refreshments, sales of cakes and produce 
made by Dr Abbot and staff of North House 
Surgery in Ripon and from the sale of old toys 
and knick-knacks from Dr Abbot’s family.   

Dr Abbot said “It was a great day, fun seeing 
many of my old colleagues, and interesting 
to catch up with previous patients. We 
were successful in raising money to support 
the three mesothelioma charities that I 
feel are important. These are the June 
Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund which 
provides essential funding in support of new 
treatment options for mesothelioma sufferers, 
Mesothelioma UK and MESSY the local support 
group for patients and carers in Yorkshire.”  

Kimberly Stubbs, chair of JHMRF, says: “Well 
done and thank you, Dr Abbott, and to 
everyone who helped make your awareness 
and fundraising day such a success.”

Veteran asbestos researcher and 
campaigner Michael Lee has been 
awarded an MBE in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

Michael has fought to raise awareness 
about the dangers of asbestos in schools 
since the death of his wife, Gina, 13 
years ago. Gina was a nursery school 
teacher who developed mesothelioma 
after being exposed to asbestos in a 
number of schools.

MBE

Earlier this year, Chris cycled solo from the most northerly 
point of the country, Malin Head, to its most southerly, Mizen 
Head, battling wind and rain over the six-day journey through 
some of the country’s most beautiful scenery. 

Along the way he encountered rough terrain, angry dogs, 
poor weather and a bad fall early in the trip which damaged 
his bike, which did not deter him from completing the 
challenge and raising more than £1000 for JHMRF. 

“The support and encouragement I received from 
people along the way both amazed and motivated 
me,” says Chris. “Complete strangers gave me cash 
donations and I received complimentary food from a 
number of guest houses.”

Chris undertook the trip in memory of his dad, who was 
diagnosed with mesothelioma and died in 2012. He has been 
raising awareness of the disease at a local level since his 
dad’s diagnosis and plans now to continue his fundraising 
by participating in other sporting challenges.

“Due to the generosity of family and friends over the last 
two years, and those I met along the way in Ireland, I have 
exceeded my fund raising target of £1000,” says Chris. 
“A huge thank you to all my family and friends for your 
assistance and kind words.”

Michael Lee 
recognised in  
Queen’s Birthday 
Honours

Michael was instrumental in setting up the 
Asbestos in Schools Group, which draws 
together groups and individuals with interests 
and expertise in this area. He also works with 
the Joint Union Asbestos Committee which 
aims to protect education workers from the 
dangers of asbestos in school buildings.

His extensive work with the media has served 
to highlight the issue of asbestos in schools 
to a wider audience and help make sure that 
problems with asbestos in school buildings 
are properly managed. He has also worked to 
bring pressure on the Government to assess 
the scale of the problem and the risks, and 
to implement policies to ensure the safety of 
staff and children in schools.

Kimberly Stubbs, Chair of JHMRF, says: 
“This is a very well deserved honour and 
a fantastic accolade for all of Michael’s 
hard work and dedication. We hope this 
recognition will also help to keep the 
need for research into mesothelioma 
firmly on the agenda.”

Annette Brooke MP, Chair of the Asbestos in 
Schools Group, says: “I am so delighted that 
Michael’s commitment and determination 
to raise awareness on asbestos in schools 
has been recognised. I know Michael will 
continue fighting until action is achieved on 
having a long term strategy for the removal 
of asbestos from our schools.”

Cyclist goes Head to 
Head for the Fund
Keen sportsman Christopher Ross cycled more than 400 miles 
through remote parts of Ireland to raise money for JHMRF.


