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Mesothelioma – some facts & figures
Mesothelioma is a malignant lung disease which results mainly from exposure to
asbestos. Someone dies every five hours from mesothelioma in the UK.
Mesothelioma used to be a rare disease. Sadly, this is no longer the case, and the
statistics are getting worse every year.
The incidence of mesothelioma is escalating, and amongst men in Great Britain, it
is the highest in the world (70.9 per million men). This is according to a paper
published in a recent issue of the Journal of Occupational Medicine. The paper goes
on to say that: -
Mesothelioma deaths have increased twelve fold from 153 in 1968 to 1848 in 2001
West Dunbartonshire, Barrow-in-Furness, Plymouth and Portsmouth had the highest
mortality rates over this same period
The occupations with the highest mortality rate were metal plate workers, vehicle
body builders, plumbers, gas fitters and carpenters
Exposure to asbestos in ‘traditional’ occupations & industries is falling, but exposure
in areas such as the building maintenance trades is starting to grow
The Health & Safety Executive (HSE) in 2005 said that 1,874 people died from
mesothelioma during 2003, and that the number of female deaths was increasing.
The HSE also estimates that by 2015 the deaths from mesothelioma will peak at
somewhere between 1,950 and 2,450, and that there will be 65,000 deaths between
2002 & 2050.
These predictions send out a clear message that we have to act fast, and ensure that
mesothelioma moves quickly up the political agenda. At last year’s Mesothelioma
Summit, Dame Helena Shovelton, Chief Executive of the BLF, said:  “The Government
needs to make mesothelioma more of a priority. It was hardly mentioned in the 2000
NHS Cancer Plan and victims are basically told that there is nothing that can be done
for them. This is distressing for those diagnosed with the cancer and simply is not
good enough. It would not happen with any other cancer”

We, the trustees and patrons of the Fund, are all proud to be part
of the Fund. Relying solely on donations, we want to thank each
and every one of the donors so far....every penny makes a difference.

THANK YOU!

www.leeds.ac.uk/meso
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How to make a donation
Making a donation is easy…simply send a
cheque or postal order made payable to:
“The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research
Fund” to the following address: -
Adrian Budgen
C/o Irwin Mitchell Solicitors
The June Hancock
Mesothelioma Research Fund
Riverside East
2 Millsands
Sheffield
S3 8DT

It is possible to set up a standing order if you
wish to make regular donations.

Donations can also be sent directly to The British
Lung Foundation (please ensure that your
donation is clearly marked for the June Hancock
Fund)

PLEASE NOTE – GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer living in this country
please ask for a Gift Aid form so that the Fund
can claim the tax back
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The first Action
Mesothelioma Day!
June’s fund set out to make a real difference
for mesothelioma sufferers and to research,

including education and raising awareness of
the disease and how it is caused, and the
woefully inadequate government
funding for research in the UK.

Call for research
projects
Earlier this year the June Hancock Fund, in
association with The British Lung Foundation,
was thrilled to invite grant applications of
up to £140,000 for research projects. A
number of high quality applications had
been received by the deadline of July 29. A
panel of scientific and medical experts will
evaluate these before any decision is made.
This is a major step forward in mesothelioma
research, which currently attracts very little
government financed funding. The award
will be announced on November 28.

Law Lords ruling
overturned – the
Barker case
Common sense prevailed in July 2006, when
the grossly unfair decision in the Barker case
was overturned.
The original decision meant that victims of
mesothelioma and other asbestos-related
diseases would no longer get the full amount
of compensation they were entitled to, unless
all companies that exposed the victim to
asbestos could be sued. At the time, solicitor
Adrian Budgen summed up the severity of
the ruling: “The benefit of the doubt is being
given to companies guilty of negligence.”
This was another blow for mesothelioma
sufferers, and a clear injustice. Such was the
outcry, the government pledged to take
action….and they did!! We say ‘well done’
for such speedy action.

The founders

Vanessa Bridge
Vanessa came to know June Hancock as a journalist,
whilst reporting her legal case in the Yorkshire
Evening Post. They became firm friends and Vanessa
was immensely supportive, both professionally and
personally. Vanessa set up and runs the Fund’s
website.

Adrian Budgen
Adrian is a solicitor and partner in the law firm
Irwin Mitchell. He represents only claimants
suffering from asbestos-related injuries. Adrian
successfully took June Hancock’s legal battle all
the way to the Court of Appeal, where it became
a landmark case in relation to environmental
exposure to asbestos. He and June became firm
friends. Adrian is also a lay member of the All Party
Parliamentary Occupational Safety and Health
Group/Asbestos Sub Committee.

Russell Hancock
Russell is June Hancock’s son. He lives and works
in Leeds as an operations manager for a property
development company. He is married, with a
daughter called Emily June. He takes an active
interest in the Fund.

Kate Hill
Kate is a research fellow at the University of Leeds,
and met June Hancock a number of times during
her illness. Kate has worked alongside Dr Martin
Muers as his research assistant and was pleased
to become a trustee of the Fund.

Dr Martin Muers
Martin is a consultant physician in respiratory
medicine and general medicine at the Leeds General
Infirmary and chair of the British Thoracic
Society/Medical Research Council mesothelioma
study group “MSO1” trial. Martin was June
Hancock’s consultant at Killingbeck Hospital in
Leeds.

Dr Ed Neville
Ed is a consultant physician in respiratory and
general medicine in Portsmouth. He has looked
after patients with mesothelioma in this dockyard
city since his appointment in1983 and previously
in Newcastle. He is co-author of several papers
relating to palliative care in mesothelioma.

Mavis Robinson MBE
Mavis worked as a Macmillan nurse in Leeds in the
1980s and 90s, seeing increasing numbers of
mesothelioma. She set up a national mesothelioma
help and information line in 1998. Although
officially retired, she works with the Ridings
Asbestos Support Group (see page 4). Mavis was
a great help to June and her family during her
illness. In 2002 Mavis was awarded an MBE.

Kimberley Stubbs
Kimberley is June’s daughter. She lives in York with
her husband Michael and two sons. Like her brother
Russell, she feels very strongly about the deadly
asbestos legacy, and helps run the Fund.

Mesothelioma CharterThe Fund’s AIMS
To encourage and sponsor vital

epidemiological research into the causes of
mesothelioma, and the exact part that asbestos
plays in its causation

To contribute to clinical trials with novel
drug therapies for mesothelioma

To raise awareness of the disease amongst
healthcare professionals and the public at large

To provide good quality up to date
information and advice for mesothelioma
sufferers and their carers

To ensure that the Mesothelioma Charter
is delivered

Contact us!
We welcome your comments and suggestions.
If you are planning fundraising activities do let us
know, or if you would like more information or
advice about mesothelioma we are here to help.

You can contact us via our website which is
www.leeds.ac.uk/meso
Or write to us c/o The June Hancock Mesothelioma
Research Fund, Irwin Mitchell Solicitors in Sheffield
(telephone number 0114 274 4420)
If you prefer e-mail please contact the editor
Kimberley Stubbs at kimike91@yahoo.co.uk

Alternatively you can contact us via The British
Lung Foundation, 73-75 Goswell Road, London,
EC1V 7ER (telephone number 020 7688 5555).
Their website address is www.lunguk.org

MARS Trial update
The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund made a significant contribution to
the Mesothelioma and Radical Surgery pilot study (MARS) to ascertain the feasibility
and acceptability of performing this type of treatment, in comparison to chemotherapy
and radiotherapy alone.
Since the trial began in August 2005, 93 patients have been screened for eligibility.
Of the 45 deemed eligible and who were approached to take part in the trial, 36
have so far been registered. The trial will produce results in five years’ time.

BLF launches DVD
A DVD is available free of charge from The British Lung Foundation (BLF)  entitled
“Life with Lung Cancer”. It is a useful source of general information and advice on
lung cancer, including mesothelioma. It is also available on video cassette format.
For more information call the BLF on 08458 505020, or by e-mail to
enquiries@blf-uk.org.
An information booklet entitled Mesothelioma is also available, which covers many
useful topics including symptoms, compensation and benefits, who is at risk and the
link with asbestos. Please contact the BLF if you would like a copy.

Here’s a reminder of what we expect….do please contact your local MP and ask what
they are doing to support The Charter – together we can make it happen.
Action Mesothelioma
We, the undersigned, believe that:

Mesothelioma patients and their families have a right to:

1 a speedy and accurate diagnosis, supported by a Multi Disciplinary Team discussion.
2 good quality information from a variety of sources available in different media and 

languages
3 support of a suitably qualified nurse and other Multi Disciplinary Team members 

throughout their illness
4 be considered for the best possible treatments available with the support and input

of a Multi Disciplinary Team
5 have up-to-date advice on benefits and help in applying for them, and receive prompt

payment of benefits
6 have legal advice and guidance from a firm of solicitors experienced in mesothelioma

claims
7 guidance on end of life decisions and care at home
8 provision of a consistent nationwide service from coroners using a clear and open 

process with a maximum case length of three months.

And call upon the Government to:

9 have mesothelioma made a national priority by the Cancer Tsar
10 fund good quality research, alongside other national bodies, on mesothelioma with

a view to improving diagnosis, treatment and outcomes for patients
11 support the production of clinical Guidelines on the best practice of diagnosis and 

management of mesothelioma
12 ensure the Health and Safety Executive vigorously enforce existing regulations on 

asbestos

And call upon all employers to:

13 prevent future exposure to asbestos by providing a safe working environment with 
all necessary equipment to protect employees.

14 work with unions and individuals to ensure enforcement of current regulations to 
safeguard all employees.

15 identify all asbestos in their properties and organise its safe removal where practical
or necessary when work is being carried out.

left to right: Liz Darlison (Mesothelioma UK),
John McFall MP, John Barron MP, John Battle
MP, Michael Wells (mesothelioma patient),
Helena Shovelton (BLF), Russell Hancock
(JHMRF), Chris Knighton (MKMRF), Julia
Goldsworthy MP, Sir Peter Soulsby MP, Nick
Brown MP, Huw-Irranca Davies MP

Our new patron
We are proud to announce the addition of Andrew Spink QC as a Patron of the Fund.
Andrew is a highly regarded and very successful barrister who worked alongside
Robin Stewart QC in June Hancock’s two-year legal battle against T&N. Andrew has
always taken a keen interest in the Fund, and fully supports our objectives.

news

The Mesothelioma Charter (see BACK PAGE)
clearly states our expectations in terms of patient
rights, government action and employer’s
responsibilities. The Charter formed the basis
of the first ever Action Mesothelioma Day on
27 February 2006, when a nationwide series
of events and publicity about mesothelioma
took place.
Hundreds of people ranging from healthcare
professionals, bereaved relatives, solicitors,
volunteer groups, asbestos support groups,
mesothelioma sufferers and MP’s braved the bitterly
cold weather and let it be known that we will not sit back
and allow the mesothelioma tragedy to be ignored any longer.
June’s Fund, together with the British Lung Foundation, The Mick Knighton
Mesothelioma Research Fund and many patient organisations, healthcare and legal
professions and medical researchers are continuing to work hard in support of the
‘Action Mesothelioma’ campaign.
AMD 2006 culminated in a presentation of the Charter together with 14,000
signatures of support  to Downing Street by Russell Hancock, son of June Hancock
and British Lung Foundation (BLF) founder, and Leeds West MP John Battle amongst
others. Plans for Action Mesothelioma Day 2007 are already being drawn up, and
we would urge everyone to support the day as much as possible.
If you would like to help, or organise your own day of action please contact the
editor via e-mail to kimike91@yahoo.co.uk or see the June Hancock website at
www.leeds.ac.uk/meso. You can also obtain more information from the BLF website
at: www.lunguk.org
Please note that ‘Action Mesothelioma’ posters are available from the BLF if you
wish to display them in your work place or local health centres.
STOP PRESS: Action Mesothelioma Day will take place on 27th February 2007
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In loving memory of Roger Lowe
Roger Lowe was a very fit and active man, who loved the
outdoor life, and adored spending time with his family, be
it out to sea fishing, or growing fruit and vegetables….even
bee keeping! He was diagnosed with mesothelioma in May
2005, aged 68.
Known simply as ‘R’ to many, he knew he had been exposed
to asbestos whilst working as an electrical fitter at Plymouth’s
Devonport dockyard. He died on December 12, last year,
and naturally his family were devastated.
Plymouth is a ‘hotspot’ for asbestos related deaths, with
over 250 people dying from mesothelioma in the past 15
years.
The Lowe family continue to raise funds for the JHMRF and
to raise awareness locally of both the disease itself, and the
dangers of exposure to asbestos generally.
Alison also worked hard to get as many people as possible
to sign the British Lung Foundations online ‘Mesothelioma
Charter’ for the Action Mesothelioma Day in February.
Roger’s family have very kindly decided to make annual
donations to the June Hancock Fund on his birthday,
December 5, and Father’s Day every year.

Ann’s four-year fundraiser
Ann Barnard is one of our regular fundraisers, and we simply
cannot thank her enough. Her husband, Brian, sadly died
from mesothelioma in March 2002, and since then she has
organised many fundraising events. In March this year she
hosted a lunch and raffle at home, which raised an amazing
£726. She also obtained 150 signatures for the Mesothelioma
Charter petition presented to Downing Street on Action
Mesothelioma Day. Thank you, as always, for your wonderful
support.

Reverend Canon Don Irving
Mark Irving’s father, Don, died from mesothelioma in January
2006. His family do not know how, where, or when he was
exposed to asbestos. Don’s wish was for any donations
made at his memorial service to be donated to a suitable
charity, and so Mark chose the June Hancock Fund.

Sheena Harland
One of the Fund’s greatest supporters, Sheena Harland,
sadly died this year. The Fund has since received donations
totalling £2,920, in her memory.  Keen to raise funds for
mesothelioma research, Sheena worked tirelessly on various
fundraising projects. A friend of hers, Rob Fletcher, raised
£1,123 by running the London Marathon in 2005. She was
an avid supporter of the work of the June Hancock Fund
and her letters were always inspirational, despite being very
ill with mesothelioma. She will be sadly missed.

Braving the cold
In February this year the Sheffield and Rotherham Asbestos
Group (SARAG) invited people throughout South Yorkshire
to sponsor a balloon to mark Action Mesothelioma Day.
Adrian Budgen of Irwin Mitchell solicitors and member of
the industrial diseases sub-committee of the British Lung
Foundation, addressed the gathering outside the town hall
and the event was very well supported despite the cold.
More than £1,600 was raised, £810 of which was donated
to June’s Fund. Many thanks to the members of SARAG,
and the friends and relatives of people affected by
mesothelioma that contributed to this donation.
SARAG is a member of the forum of English Asbestos Victims
Support Groups, and can be contacted on 0114 282 3212.
Alternatively, you can e-mail Paula Walker at:
sarag@aizlewoodsmill.co.uk

The patrons

John Battle MP
John is the MP for Leeds West , which
includes Armley. He came to know
June Hancock through her legal battle
against the owners of the JW Roberts
asbestos factory in Leeds. John was
well aware of the ‘timebomb’ in that
area caused by exposure to asbestos.
John was very supportive, and
continues to work hard in this area,
campaigning for the rights of asbestos
victims in Parliament. He is a member
of the Asbestos Parliamentary Group.

Robin Stewart QC
Robin was June Hancock’s barrister
throughout her two year legal battle
against T & N. June thought very highly
of her legal team, and was immensely
proud of them as both professionals
and friends, and Robin felt the same
way about June too. With exceptional
talent, Robin is highly regarded in his
profession. Robin lives in Thirsk, North
Yorkshire.

Geeta Guru-Murthy
Geeta met June Hancock when she
was reporting for the BBC Look North
programme in Leeds. She covered
June’s legal battle extensively, and
they came to know each other well.
Geeta now works for BBC News 24
and continues to support the Fund in
whatever way she can.

Laurie Kazan-Allen
To say that Laurie is a tireless
campaigner is an understatement.
Laurie has advocated on behalf of
asbestos victims both in the UK and
abroad for many years, and is the co-
ordinator of the ‘International Ban
Asbestos Secretariat’. Laurie is also
the Editor of the “British Asbestos
Newsletter”.
Laurie has supported the Fund since
its inception. She knew June Hancock
quite well and was very impressed by
June’s gentle determination in the
face of her illness. Laurie is highly
respected both nationally and
internationally in her field, and is
striving to achieve a global ban on the
use of asbestos.

Andrew Spink QC
Andrew is a highly regarded and very
successful barrister who worked
alongside Robin Stewart QC in June
Hancock’s two-year legal battle against
T&N. Andrew has always taken a keen
interest in the Fund, and fully supports
our objectives.
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The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund
was established in 1997 shortly  after the death
of June from mesothelioma in July that year.
June’s mother Maie Gelder had also died from
the disease in 1982, and it was that double
tragedy that led June to seek justice in a test
case against the owners of the J W Roberts
asbestos factory in Armley, Leeds.
They had negligently contaminated not just their
own workforce, but also the local neighbourhood,
with deadly asbestos dust.
June’s high profile case sought to establish that
J W Roberts (and its parent company Turner and
Newall – now known as T&N) was liable for the
lung injuries caused by exposure to asbestos dust
in the environment.
June had never worked with asbestos, but had
been brought up close to the factory in Armley.
Her exposure, and ultimately her illness, came as
a result of playing in and around the asbestos
factory as a child.
June was diagnosed with mesothelioma in 1994,
and decided to seek justice for herself, her mother
and other sufferers in the future. Her solicitors
Irwin Mitchell knew the enormity of the task, but
against all the odds proved that T&N were indeed
liable.

Public awareness of
this deadly
asbestos legacy
and painful disease
was raised as a
result of the
successful landmark
victory, and so it was
the wish of June’s family,
together with her dedicated
legal and professional team, to establish the JHMRF
to continue June’s battle in her name.

Thank you!
So far, the June Hancock Mesothelioma Research
Fund has supported important research projects
in Leicester, Glasgow, and London and has
underwritten ten large multi – professional
educational events.
The Fund has also supported the pilot for the
MSO1 trial, enabled the setting up of the National
Mesothelioma Helpline, and enabled the continued
publication and distribution of the first patient
specific information leaflet about mesothelioma
(written by Mavis Robinson).

Remembering June
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1st Mesothelioma UK patient and carer day
The June Hancock Fund  is proud to have awarded a grant to Mesothelioma UK, to finance the very
first Mesothelioma UK Patient and Carer Day. Taking place in Manchester, on October 5th 2006, the
aims of the day are threefold:

To give mesothelioma patients and carers an opportunity to meet and share experiences with
others affected by the disease

To provide good quality up to date and impartial information on mesothelioma

To give mesothelioma patients and carers a forum to raise issues and ask questions to the panel.

This will be an important step towards our aim of improving the help and information available for
those affected by mesothelioma. The panel will be made up of professionals involved in many of the
important associated issues including specialist nurses, claiming benefits, asbestos support groups,
palliative care, surgery, nutrition, oncology, compensation and many others. For more information,
please visit the Mesothelioma UK website on
Mesothelioma UK has a help line for mesothelioma sufferers and carers. The telephone number is 0800
169 2409.

Fundraising news

Pam Clarke – fundraiser extraordinaire!
Pam Clarke was a prolific supporter of the JHMRF a long time before her husband Geoffrey Michael
lost his life to mesothelioma in February (2005). Geoffrey had been a plumber, and was described by
Pam as a wonderful family man. Pam and her family are spending more and more time finding ways
of raising money for mesothelioma victim support and research in his memory.
Cheques totalling £1,000 were sent to the fund following a fundraiser at the Dorset Show, and Pam
has since set a target to raise £10,000 every year. So far she has arranged dance nights, sold cards
and hampers, organised raffles with donated gifts, held a tombola, made cushions and even had a
chocolate sampling evening!
Her most recent effort involved a charity football match between doctors and porters from Dorset
County Hospital at Dorchester county football club in May. Attendance was high, and an amazing
£2,000 was raised on the night.

Binfield Singers play on in memory of Dennis Vigar
Dennis Vigar died of mesothelioma in October 2004, and since then his wife Jan has spent much of
her time raising funds for mesothelioma research. Donations to our Fund had already exceeded £2,000
when she decided to arrange a concert in Dennis’s memory.
On the 13 May this year, in Binfield, Berkshire, a 25-strong choir sang their hearts out to raise money,
with all donations going to June’s Fund. Despite poor weather on the night the concert was a success
and enjoyed by all who attended. A total of £178 was raised.

Clive Bryan
In the summer of 2005 Angela Nicholson’s uncle, Clive Bryan, was diagnosed with mesothelioma. He
died soon afterwards, still only in his early fifties.
Clive’s nephews and nieces wished to donate money to The Fund in lieu of flowers at their Uncle’s
funeral, and many of Clive’s family and friends also made donations. In total over £400 was raised.

Having green fingers really does help!
Pat King of Norfolk deserves a mention for her continued support of the Fund. Since her husband,
Edward, died of the disease she has arranged a number of plant sales, and has raised over £600.

Christmas
We would like to make a special mention of  Margaret Boden and Rita Ogley. They are both loyal
supporters of June’s Fund, and continue to send us their annual donations in lieu of Christmas
presents….thank you both very much.

Fundraising news

walking team - left
to right, Greg Steel,
Peter Cassere,
Richard Arnold, Ben
Arnold, Richard
Doyles

news

Denis O’Gorman pictured
outside the Irwin Mitchell
offices

Doug runs Sheffield half
marathon for Jeff
Doug Manning lost a good friend and neighbour
– Jeff Dyson – to mesothelioma recently, and he
decided to run the Sheffield half marathon to
raise funds for mesothelioma research. He raised
£1,000 in sponsorship, and kindly donated it to
the June Hancock Fund.
Denis O’Gorman of Irwin Mitchell also successfully
completed the Sheffield half, raising £250, and
coming top of the over 55’s.

Alan Foster – a dying
wish to help others
Nick Foster’s father, Alan, died from mesothelioma
on 29 November last year, having been exposed
to asbestos whilst working for British Rail building
steam locomotives.
In lieu of flowers at his funeral, friends and family
donated over £1,000 to the JHMRF. When he died,
Alan’s wish was to improve research into the
disease. Nick says this was typical of a man who
always wanted to help others. Every penny of the
donations in his memory is doing exactly that.

Slimming for the peaks
When Greg Steel discovered that his father was
suffering from mesothelioma, he embarked upon
a determined fundraising campaign, which has
taken him from a sponsored slim to the mighty
Three Peaks challenge.
Greg’s father died in June 2006, but Greg feels
very proud to have raised more than £650 – with
another £1,200 expected. Family and friends also
donated £440 in lieu of flowers at Michael’s
funeral.

cheque being presented to Adrian
Budgen & Pam Arkless by Doug
Manning and Linda Dyson (Jeff’s wife)

Derek’s daughter does him proud
Karen Wright has worked tirelessly to raise funds for the JHMRF and the BLF since losing her father
Derek Hoult to mesothelioma four years ago, and has raised more than £10,000 so far.
For her 40th birthday celebrations, Karen, of  Great Barr in Birmingham, asked family and friends
to donate money to the charities instead of presents, raising £700.

Her father died aged 64 as a result of exposure to asbestos at work. Three generations of
Karen’s family ran the 5km Lung Run through Sutton Park in April. Joining them was

Alida Coates, solicitor from Irwin Mitchell’s Birmingham office, who worked on Mr
Hoult’s case.
To mark the first Action Mesothelioma Day in February, a memorial service for victims
of mesothelioma and other asbestos related diseases was held at St Phillips Cathedral.
Karen lit a candle in her father’s memory and said on the day that she felt very angry
at the lack of any cure or treatment for mesothelioma.

“Because so few people have heard of mesothelioma you feel very isolated and after
speaking to people on the day I found many others felt the same.”

Alison raises money in memory of step father Alan
Alison Bell of Colchester raised over £2,000 after successfully completing a 12-mile sponsored
walk in Suffolk in September 2005. Her stepfather, Alan Philpot, died from mesothelioma in
2004, and she was determined to help raise awareness of the disease. Alison’s employers, HSBC,
generously donated £500 in a ‘pound for pound’ scheme.
Alison received lots of local publicity both for the plight of mesothelioma sufferers, and for the
June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund. At the time Alison said “I hope it helps the Fund,
and maybe one day we can find a cure.”
Alison’s colleague also did some fundraising by arranging a dress down day at work raised a further
£200…a great team effort all round!


