
Lottery bid from
Ridings group
With support from Macmillan and the Fund,
this recently established support group
provides a base from which there is a
telephone helpline offering advice for
mesothelioma sufferers and their families.
Run by trained volunteers, it offers guidance
on a whole range of topics including legal,
benefits, welfare and healthcare advice.
Feedback from those using RASAG is sought
too, ensuring that they are providing the very
best service.
The Armley (Leeds) premises were set up with
a grant of £4,500 from the Fund, and the
cheque was received by Mavis Robinson on
behalf of RASAG at a presentation at Sheffield
Wednesday Football Club.
Although retired (!) Mavis Robinson continues
to work closely with the Ridings Asbestos
Support and Awareness Group, volunteering
her advice on a part time basis.
As well as applying for
charitable status, the Group
is preparing a bid to the
Lottery Commission for
£130,000, and so hopefully
this invaluable service will
continue for many years to
come.

RASAG contacts:
Telephone: 0113 231 1010
E-mail: info@asbestos-action.org.uk
Address: 50b Town Street, Armley,
Leeds, LS12 3AA

Welcome to the first issue of the
Fund newsletter
About June...
June Hancock was a unique woman. As well as being an
exceptional and loving mother to her children, she was a
gentle, dignified, hard-working and selfless lady who always
put her family first.
When she was diagnosed with mesothelioma in 1994, her
first thoughts were that this was one death too many in
the family....for her own mother, Maie, had died of the
same disease in 1982.
The only known cause of this incurable cancer of the chest
is exposure to asbestos earlier in life, and as a child growing up in Armley, Leeds, June
had innocently played amongst the deadly dust billowing out of the JW Roberts asbestos
factory.
June decided to fight for justice and so instructed a legal team to take the company
responsible for her illness to Court. This was the first case brought by a mesothelioma
sufferer who had not worked with asbestos.
June secured a landmark victory in 1995, paving the way for others to seek justice.....how
typical of June. And to do all this whilst suffering from this painful and debilitating disease
tells you something about her determination and strength.
June sadly died on July 19th 1997.
This is not the end of the story. June’s resolve to see justice prevail helped to raise public
awareness of the asbestos contamination in this country. She touched the hearts of
everyone who came to know her during her illness, and this led to the setting up of the
‘June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund .

What are the Fund’s objectives?
The Fund aims to encourage and sponsor important research into mesothelioma, and to
raise the awareness of the disease. The Fund aims to offer real help and guidance to sufferers
and their families and carers.

How?
To investigate the relationship between low dose asbestos inhalation and mesothelioma;

To contribute to clinical trials with novel drug therapies for mesothelioma;

To establish research on the tumour biology of mesothelioma.

The Fund helps to organise a series of educational seminars for doctors, nurses and
healthcare professionals, thereby increasing both the knowledge and awareness of
mesothelioma. This is a real benefit for the patient and their families.

The Fund helps finance the Mesothelioma Information Service, a helpline and information
and advice service for sufferers and their carers. Used by healthcare professionals too, this
service is invaluable.
The Service provides access to a national network of specialist nurses.
Anyone in the UK conducting research into mesothelioma is eligible, and welcome, to apply
for support from the Fund. This includes scientists, doctors and nurses.

We, the Trustees and Patrons of the Fund, are all proud to be part of the
Fund. Relying solely on donations, we want to thank each and every one of
the donors so far....every penny makes a difference. THANKYOU!

Spreading awareness of mesothelioma is
crucial if sufferers are to be diagnosed
correctly and quickly, and receive the right
kind of medical and palliative care.
Many healthcare workers may never have
come across a mesothelioma patient before,
and early symptoms can prove difficult to
diagnose.
Irwin Mitchell Solicitors kindly agreed to
sponsor a series of seminars in the UK, focusing
on the medical and legal aspects of
mesothelioma. The seminars are aimed at
healthcare professionals including doctors,
nurses (Macmillan and palliative), respiratory
physicians, palliative care doctors, oncologists,
social workers and GPs.
A typical agenda for discussion would include;
What is Mesothelioma?: the nature of the
disease, how it is diagnosed, the prognosis;
obtaining compensation for victims of
mesothelioma: welfare benefits and
mesothelioma: question and answer session:
symptom control and mesothelioma; and
advances in treatment of mesothelioma.
Each area of discussion is presented by an
expert in that particular field.
A recent Seminar held at the RSA (Royal Society
of Art) in London helped raise £3,000 for the
June Hancock Fund. After the event, BBC
broadcaster and Fund patron, Geeta Guru-

Murthy accepted the cheque on behalf of the
Fund from Michael Napier (left) and Adrian
Budgen (right).
Irwin Mitchell continue to support the
objectives of the Fund and contributed £2,000
to the cost of the event. They have made a
commitment to play a major role in raising
awareness of mesothelioma and help find
ever more effective treatments.
All proceeds from the seminars go to the June
Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund, and
so far more than £7000 has been raised!!

‘Mesothelioma: the silent epidemic’ - a
series of seminars throughout the UK

The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research
Fund has again financed the updating and
printing Information for people with
Mesothelioma and their carers. Already over
100,000 copies of Mavis Robinson’s booklet
have been distributed to hospitals, hospices
and specialist nurse teams, providing them
with an invaluable wealth of experience and
information. Surprisingly, this is the only
available booklet written specifically for
mesothelioma sufferers and their carers, and
is distributed nationally.
This is a vital part of the Fund’s aims and the
June Hancock Fund is happy to support it.
Keeping the booklet free of charge enables
healthcare workers to pass them on to patients
quickly and easily.

Did you know?????
Someone dies every five hours from
mesothelioma in the UK
There were 1,628 deaths from
mesothelioma in 2000 in Britain
Mesothelioma is preventable....the only
known cause is exposure to asbestos
The annual death toll will rise to around
2,000 by 2010 and will remain above
1,500 until about 2025
There are 33% more deaths from
mesothelioma than from cervical cancer
Deaths from mesothelioma have
increased ten-fold since 1968 in the UK
There will be over a million deaths in
western Europe by 2035
The disease can take up to 60 years to
develop following exposure to asbestos
The greatest risk group are men born
between 1945 and 1950

www.leeds.ac.uk/meso
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The trustees

Adrian Budgen
Adrian is a solicitor and partner in the law
firm Irwin Mitchell, based in Sheffield. He
represents only claimants suffering from
asbestos-related injuries.
Adrian successfully took June Hancock’s
legal battle all the way to the Court of
Appeal, where it became a landmark case
in relation to environmental exposure to
asbestos. He and June became firm friends.
Adrian is also a lay member of the All Party
Parliamentary Occupational Safety and
Health Group/Asbestos Sub Committee and
campaigns for the rights of asbestos victims
and mesothelioma sufferers in particular.

Dr Martin Muers
Martin is a consultant physician in
respiratory medicine and general medicine
at the Leeds General Infirmary and chair
of the British Thoracic Society/Medical
Research Council mesothelioma study
group “MSO1” trial.
Martin was June Hancock’s consultant at
Killingbeck Hospital in Leeds, and they
acquired mutual admiration and respect
for each other.

Russell Hancock
Russell is June Hancock’s son. He lives and
works in Leeds as an operations manager
for a large property development company.
He is married, with a two year old daughter
called Emily June. He takes an active interest
in the Fund.

Dr Ed Neville
Ed is a consultant physician in respiratory
and general medicine in Portsmouth. He
has looked after patients with
mesothelioma in this dockyard city since
his appointment in1983 and previously in
Newcastle. He is co-author of several papers
relating to palliative care in mesothelioma.

Mavis Robinson MBE
Mavis worked as a Macmillan nurse in
Leeds in the 1980s and 90s, seeing
increasing numbers of a then little known
and little reported incurable cancer we
know as mesothelioma. She set up a
national mesothelioma help and
information line in 1998 and an advice
pamphlet shortly afterwards. Mavis works
tirelessly for the cause, and although
officially retired, she works with the Ridings
Asbestos Support Group (see page 4).
Mavis was a great help to June and her
family during her illness. In 2002 Mavis
was awarded an MBE in recognition of her
outstanding work.

Kate Hill
Kate is a research fellow at the University
of Leeds, and met June Hancock a number
of times during her illness. Kate has worked
alongside Dr Martin Muers as his research
assistant and was pleased to become a
trustee of the Fund.

Your feedback counts!
We hope you have found this Newsletter informative and helpful.....so that we can continue
to provide the best information we would welcome your feedback, or any suggestions you
may have. Do you have any fundraising ideas to share with other supporters of the Fund??
Do you know of any alternative treatments such as Aromatherapy or Reflexology, that may
benefit other sufferers?? Would you like to make a regular donation to the Fund??
Your comments on the first issue really count!
Please write to The Editor, c/o Adrian Budgen, Irwin Mitchell, Sheffield, S1 2EL  (E-mail:
budgena@irwinmitchell.co.uk) for any of the above, or with suggestions for the next
Newsletter.....THANK YOU

How to make a
donation to the
Fund
Making a donation couldn't be
easier.....simply send a cheque or
postal order made payable to “The
June Hancock Mesothelioma
Research Fund” to the following
address:-

Adrian Budgen
c/o Irwin Mitchell
The June Hancock Mesothelioma
Research Fund
St Peters House
Hartshead
SHEFFIELD
S1 2EL

Telephone 0114 2744420
and ask for Pam Arkless

PLEASE NOTE : If  you are a
taxpayer in this country, please ask
for a Gift Aid form so that the
Fund can claim the tax back.

The June Hancock
Mesothelioma
Research

Fund

newsletter
Summer 2003

Donate

See the fund website at:
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Fundraising efforts!
All our donors are special, and each have
their own, often very sad, reasons for
donating monies to this Fund. WE THANK
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU SO VERY
MUCH.
Here are just a few examples....
Margaret Boden, from Derby, and her family
have given over £7,000 in memory of Brian
Boden, Margaret’s husband, who died of
mesothelioma. This money was used to finance
the publication and distribution of Mavis
Robinson’s booklet.
Ann Barnard from Little Bookham in Surrey,
lost her husband Brian to mesothelioma on the
10th March 2002. He had been diagnosed with
the disease only seven months previously.
She wanted to do something positive, and so
organised a a fund-raising bridge supper in
Brian’s memory.  Her friends and family were
immensely supportive, and the evening was a
huge success. The monies raised were
extraordinary... half of which were kindly
donated to the Fund. This amounted to £1,390.
Karen Wright, from Great Barr in Birmingham,
organised a fund-raising disco and auction with
help from her mother, in memory of her late

father, who she lost to mesothelioma.
The evening was very successful, and cheques
totalling a staggering
£2,500 were donated to
the Fund.
Alida Coates of Irwin
Mitchell Solicitors in
Birmingham went
along to accept the
cheque presentation,
on behalf of the Fund,
in November
2002.
Mrs Barratt from East Sheen in London made
an extremely generous donation of £7,800,
and under the ‘gift aid’ scheme this increases
to almost £10,000.
Keith Hartley from Halifax, West Yorkshire,
came into contact with asbestos whilst working
as an apprentice in his teenage years. He was
just 53 when he died in December 2000. His
family are determined to help others who are
suffering from mesothelioma, and want to do
something positive to improve the awareness
of the disease. Like many others, they felt that
not enough is known about the illness in the
healthcare profession, and have donated over
£1,300 to the Fund.
Mavis, Keith’s wife, arranged a coffee morning

in support of the Fund. Mrs Hartley’s niece
works for the Abbey National, and they very
kindly agreed to match the monies raised. The
local newspaper took an interest, and all in all
a total of £400 was raised....a real team effort!
Since then she has organised a make up party
and raffle for family and friends, and her sister
Ruth held a barn dance, which raised £800.
Colin Dyal, a mesothelioma sufferer himself,
has raised £500 so far for the Fund. Colin said
that he felt a ‘special affinity with the project’,
and would continue to support the Fund in the
future. Colin is taking part in trials at the Royal
Shrewsbury Hospital, and we wish him well.
Christine Knighton, who has generously
supported the Fund, has set up a support and
awareness group in Newcastle and raised money
for mesothelioma research specifically in the
North East, in conjunction with the British Lung
Foundation, in memory of her late husband
Mick.
Do you have any fundraising planned?
Do you have any suggestions for fund raising
ideas? If so write and tell us, or send an e-mail
to the Editor at kimike91@yahoo.co.uk
We will be delighted to hear from you, and we
can include details on our website:

www.leeds.ac.uk/meso
This is the website for the June Hancock
Mesothelioma Research Fund, providing lots of
practical,legal and medical advice and information,
together with articles about the Fund itself.
www.lkaz.demon.co.uk
This website accesses the ‘British Asbestos
Newsletter’ (BAN) a quarterly publication which
is distributed to victim support groups, public
bodies, solicitors, barristers, researchers, doctors,
academics and environmentalists in over 30
countries. (If you do not have access to the internet,
and would like to receive a copy of B.A.N please
call the Editor on 020 8958 3887)
www.oeda.demon.co.uk
OEDA is the ‘Occupational and Environmental
Diseases Association’, a registered charity borne
out of - and building upon - the pioneering work
of the Society for the Prevention of Asbestosis and
Industrial Diseases (SPAID), set up by Nancy Tait.
The website provides general guidance on the
many problems that asbestos can cause.

The Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP)Benefit Enquiry Line
General advice on benefits. Help to complete forms
over the telephone;

Freephone 0800 882 200

Cancer BACUP
Information and support for people living with
cancer, their families and friends.

Helpline 0808 800 1234

Macmillan Cancer Relief
Information Line 0845 601 6161

Mesothelioma: Information for people
with mesothelioma and their carers
Compiled by Mavis Robinson MBE
The booklet is in three parts:
• What is mesothelioma?
• Financial and legal aspects
• Helplines and other sources of information
Supported by the Fund, copies can be obtained
free of charge by sending a SAE to the Fund
(address on page 4).

The mesothelioma information line
Tuesdays 0113 231 1010

(answerphone at other times)

Carers National Association helpline
 0808 808 7777

OEDA (see above)
Information for claimants, and advice on finding
a specialist solicitor. 020 8360 8490

Asbestos victim support groups
in the UK
Asbestos Awareness Wales Group

07775 815 705
Bradford 01274 393949
Cheshire 01928 576641
Clydebank Asbestos Group  0141 951 1008
Clydeside Action on Asbestos 0141 552 8852
Derbyshire (Chesterfield) 01246 231441
Greater Manchester 0161 953 4037
Merseyside (Liverpool) 0151 236 1895
North East (Middlesbrough) 01642 240044
Ridings (Leeds) 0113 231 1010
Sheffield & Rotherham 0114 282 3212

or 01709 513 587
Do you know of other groups? Let us know.

A marathon of a fund raiser! Mark Knight and Alan Dolley
Mark Knight and Alan Dolley, both from Huddersfield, successfully completed the London Marathon in 2002, and between
them, they donated £4,962.50 - an amazing achievement. The day was tinged with sadness, as Mark lost his father to
mesothelioma only a few days before the Marathon. Mark told the the Fund trustees that he simply had to do it for his
Dad, who was so looking forward to seeing Mark cross the finishing line. A further donation of £1,500 was made in
lieu of flowers at his father’s funeral.
The above photograph was taken at Sheffield Wednesday Football Club where both Alan and Mark presented the cheque
to representatives of the Fund. Following the presentation, Mark said that he ‘recognises and admires the invaluable

work that the Fund carries out’.
Planning to run the London Marathon in aid of the Fund next year? Let us know and we will include details on our website!

Useful websites and telephone numbers

Mavis Robinson MBE!!
Rarely does someone as deserving as Mavis
Robinson achieve such public and high
recognition, but we are delighted to
report that Mavis Robinson has!
The unique achievements of Mavis were
recognised in the New Years honours list
with an award of an MBE for her
outstanding work helping UK
mesothelioma victims and their carers.
Mavis was a Macmillan nurse working in
Leeds in the 1980s, witnessing the
devastation to health caused by asbestos.
She knew that the incidence of
mesothelioma was increasing nationally,
however she also quickly realised that number
of cases in ‘hotspots’ such as Armley in Leeds was
wreaking havoc on the local population. Many of
the victims Mavis was helping had either worked
at, or lived close to, the J W Roberts asbestos
factory. This was where June Hancock, and
hundreds of others, breathed in the deadly dust
as an innocent child.
Her information pamphlet is now in its 4th edition
and has proved to be an invaluable source of help
and information. Mavis also designed and
successfully implemented a training scheme to
disseminate information on mesothelioma to a
national network of lung cancer specialists. This
included information on healthcare, diagnosis,

clinical research, palliative care and medical
treatment. As a result there are now over 60 key

specialist nurses in affected areas
such as Leeds, Manchester,

Newcastle, Glasgow,
London and

Portsmouth.
Mavis was ‘thrilled
and astonished’ to
hear of her award,
although typically
she said ‘I keep
thinking there are
so many other

people who deserve
it more’. Russell

Hancock, June
Hancock’s son, said: “I can

think of no-one more
deserving than Mavis. Mum would

have been so pleased and proud for her. We as a
family have so much to thank Mavis for and we
will never forget the help and understanding she
gave to Mum and ourselves during those very
difficult times. Her continued dedication to help
others who are so desperately in need whilst at
the same time ‘ruffling the feathers’ of the people
who stand in the way of her aims is outstanding”. The Fund’s donation to the Thoracic Oncology research group in Leicester

The June Hancock Mesothelioma Research Fund has recently donated £20,000 to the Thoracic Oncology Research Fund, based at Glenfield
Hospital in Leicester, and the Leicester Royal Infirmary. This is a very important research project into malignant mesothelioma, with two specific
areas of interest:-

Using tissue samples to research prognostic indicators in mesothelioma patients.
Examination of cellular pathways in the method of the development of mesothelioma, with a view to the application of novel therapies for 
future treatments.

If you would like more information, write to Dr Ken O’Byrne, The Thoracic Oncology Research Group, c/o Thoracic Surgery Office, Glenfield Hospital,
Groby Road, Leicester, LE3 9QP.

Chemotherapy - a pilot
trial funded by the June
Hancock Fund
Mesothelioma is a painful disease, and patients
are usually helped to manage the symptoms
through a combination of painkillers, diet,
oxygen and physiotherapy. There have been a
small number of inconclusive trials involving
chemotherapy.
It is widely acknowledged that mesothelioma
is a condition for which there is no recognised
specific treatment (with very rare exceptions).
For the majority of sufferers, it is a case of
managing their symptoms rather than treating
them.
There is, however, emerging evidence that
modern chemotherapy drugs may offer some
patients a benefit either in terms of reducing
their symptoms or occasionally increasing their
life expectancy. Such benefits are small.
Two recent trials have shown that chemotherapy
in patients with mesothelioma can have some
short acting symptomatic relief. There is though

no evidence yet that this is associated with a
cure or extension of life.
Because it is extremely important that patients
are not treated uselessly with chemotherapy,
the British Thoracic Society (BTS) and the
Medical Research Council (MRC) designed a
pilot study for a future national trial. The
objective was to compare, in a random fashion,
the strategies of conventional symptom
management versus conventional management
PLUS chemotherapy.
This is the largest mesothelioma trial in this
country to date, and it has already involved
over 250 patients in the pilot trial. The major
trial will involve over 800 patients.
The crucial pilot trial was given a £20,000
donation from the June Hancock Mesothelioma
Research Fund, and the main project has
received £40,000 from Cancer Research UK.
This is a study unique to the world, and there
is intense international interest in its outcome.
No national funding has been received for this
work, and the June Hancock Mesothelioma
Research Fund has been the major donor to
support the initiative. Without this funding the

pilot trial and therefore the main trial could
not have been started.
“This is an example of how a dedicated research
fund can have a major impact in the way that
a particular disease is managed in the UK”, said
Fund trustee Dr. Martin Muers.
This is a really important study because it is the
benchmark and the only one in the world that
will provide important information about the
benefits of chemotherapy in mesothelioma
patients. It has been strongly supported in the
UK by approximately 150 chest physicians and
oncologists from over 50 centres throughout
the UK. It has the full backing of the Medical
Research Council’s clinical trials review board,
and of Cancer Research UK.
The June Hancock Research Fund was, to say
the least, instrumental in getting this trial
underway, and details about the Fund are sent
to participating doctors and patients.
If you would like more information about the
trials contact the MRC on 0207 670 4735.

The patrons

John Battle MP
John is the MP for Leeds West , which
includes Armley. He came to know
June Hancock through her legal battle
against the owners of the JW Roberts
asbestos factory in Leeds. John was
well aware of the ‘timebomb’ in that
area caused by exposure to asbestos.
John was very supportive, and
continues to work hard in this area,
campaigning for the rights of asbestos
victims in Parliament. He is a member
of the Asbestos Parliamentary Group.

Robin Stewart QC
Robin was June Hancock’s barrister
throughout her two year legal battle
against T & N. June thought very highly
of her legal team, and was immensely
proud of them as both professionals
and friends, and Robin felt the same
way about June too. With exceptional
talent, Robin is highly regarded in his
profession. Robin lives in Thirsk, North
Yorkshire.

Vanessa Bridge
Vanessa came to know June Hancock
as a journalist, whilst reporting her
legal case in the Yorkshire Evening
Post. They became firm friends and
Vanessa was immensely supportive,
both professionally and personally.
Vanessa is currently head of
communications at the University of
Leeds, and continues to work hard to
raise the profile of the asbestos tragedy
in this country. She set up and runs
the Fund’s website.

Geeta Guru-Murthy
Geeta first met June Hancock when
she was reporting for the BBC Look
North programme in Leeds. She
covered June’s legal battle extensively,
and they came to know each other
very well. Again, they held each other
in very high regard.
Recently married and living in London,
Geeta now works for BBC News 24 as
a television journalist. Geeta continues
to support the Fund in whatever way
she can.

Laurie Kazan-Allen
To say that Laurie is a tireless
campaigner is an understatement.
Laurie has advocated on behalf of
asbestos victims both in the UK and
abroad for many years, and is the co-
ordinator of the ‘International Ban
Asbestos Secretariat’. Laurie is also
the Editor of the “British Asbestos
Newsletter”.
Laurie has supported the Fund since
its inception. She knew June Hancock
quite well and was very impressed by
June’s gentle determination in the
face of her illness.
Laurie is highly respected both
nationally and internationally in her
field, and is striving to achieve a global
ban on the use of asbestos.

Kimberley Stubbs
Kimberley is June’s daughter. She lives
in York with her husband Michael and
young son Andrew, and works in
Wetherby as an oil company manager.
Like her brother Russell, she feels very
strongly about the deadly asbestos
legacy, and helps run the Fund.

The June Hancock
Mesothelioma
Research

Fund

It can be difficult to locate the right sort of advice and information
on mesothelioma, particularly if you are ill. So the Fund likes to
provide links to as many other sources as possible.
Here are some...
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